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State ? Or will there be a steady process of
assimilation under which the minorities as
separate and self-conscious entities will
dwindle gradually to nothing ? And which
process is on broad grounds the more desir-
able ? Before deciding between the two it
may be worth briefly considering a third
possibility. There are certain States where
the minorities form only a small proportion
of the population. There are others, such as
Czechoslovakia and Poland, where they are
so numerous as to suggest that a federal
solution may be desirable. In Czecho-
slovakia, with 3,000,000 Germans and
750,000 Magyars included in its population
of 13,000,000, some steps in that direction
have been taken, and in Poland, with her
large minority population of Germans,
Ruthenians and White Russians, a like
development might be desirable. Switzer-
land provides a tempting analogy, but the
Swiss Confederation, it must be remembered,
is the outcome of centuries of effort and
struggle. Such a constitution is not to be
built up and put in operation in a day, or
even in a dozen years.
As between assimilation and perpetuation
no clear choice can be made. In some cases
the one process will be preferable, in others